
by Thania Baez
Sixth Grade

On December 13 2006 class 604 and 602 went on a trip to the New
York Hall of Science. All of us discovered many things; we went to all 7
exhibits and learned many things with the help of our teachers and the staff
there. The 7 exhibits were Marvelous molecules, Realm of the atom, seeing
the light, Rocket Park, sports challenge, Mathematic and search for life beyond
earth.

The first exhibit I went to was the realm of the atom. In that exhibit
you were able to build atoms with circle shaped objects and axles. You also
actually got to see live molecules swimming inside a tank with seaweed and
plants. The water was dirty and the molecules looked like little running shrimps.

The second exhibit was seeing the light. In seeing the light there
were many different things. There was a place where there was music and you
would see yourself changing themes in the dark and you also could see your
shadow.

The third exhibit was the sports challenge. In the sports challenge
we did rock climbing which was easy for me this time. I also went inside a
snow globe, which my friend Jasmine paid $1.00 for me. It was so fun and I
enjoyed the trip.

CLASS TRIP TO

by Christian Hill
Sixth Grade

On Wednesday 13, 2006 my class and I went to the Hall of Science.
There were different sections in the building called exhibitions. They were Marvelous
Molecules, Realm of the atom, Seeing the light, Rocket Park, Sports Challenge,
Mathematic and Search for life beyond Earth. However we only went on some
of the exhibits. The Marvelous Molecules showed a lot of substances. There were
tiny germs you can only see with a microscope. There were also a computer
showing things inside the brain. Sports challenge was a lot of fun. There was a
rock-climbing exhibit where you had to climb to the top.  Everything in the entire
hall was hands on and so exciting; I look forward to going there again.

by  DeVantae Clark
Sixth Grade

The trip to the Hall of Science was a very good and fun trip. I saw some
scary and interesting things that I’ve never ever seen before. The first thing I saw
was “The Gallon Meter”, it was very interesting and it was amazing the first time
you look at it. The next thing that I saw was “The Blood Vessels of the Eye” and
it was also very amazing that you can look inside your eyes with a telescope and
see your blood vessels. It was very shocking to see a slanted room where you can
roll down. I had fun and I hope that I can go again.

Discovering the mysteries
behind the science of life

 Cosby came to town and upstaged the reverend by going on the offense
instead of defending his earlier remarks.  

Thursday morning, Cosby showed no signs of repenting as he strode
across the stage at the Sheraton Hotel ballroom before a standing room only crowd.  

Sporting a natty, gold sports coat  and dark glasses, he proceeded to
unload a Laundry list of black America’s self-imposed ills.  The iconic actor and
comedian kidded that he couldn’t compete with the oratory of the Reverend but
he preached circles around Jackson in their nearly hour-long conversation, delivering
brutally frank one-liners and the toughest of love.

The enemy, he argues, is us: “There is a time, ladies and gentlemen,
when we have to turn the mirror around.”  

Cosby acknowledged he wasn’t critiquing all blacks. Just the 50 percent
of African Americans in the lower economic neighborhood who drop out of
school, and the alarming proportions of black men in prison and black teenage
mothers.

The Reverend Jesse Jackson almost never gets upstaged and I had never
seen the Reverend Jesse Louis Jackson cry in public until last month.

Jackson invited Bill Cosby to the annual Rainbow / PUSH conference
for a conversation about the controversial remarks the entertainer offered on May
17 at an NAACP dinner in Washington, D.C. when America’s Jell-O Man shook
things up by arguing that African Americans were betraying the legacy of civil rights
victories.  Cosby said “the lower economic people are not holding up their end in
this deal.  These people are not parenting.

They are buying things for their kids. . . $500 sneakers for what? But they
won’t spend $200 for Hooked on Phonics!”

BILL COSBY SPEAKS

Rock-climbing tops off
trip to NY Hall of Science

    The New York City Department of Education (DOE) today
announced the beginning of the prekindergarten, kindergarten, and
first grade enrollment process. Enrollment for prekindergarten and
kindergarten begins March 12th; enrollment for first grade begins
March 19th. Parents are encouraged to apply as soon as possible at
the public elementary school closest to their home or the contracted
community-based prekindergarten provider they choose.

Children who will turn four years old by December 31,
2007, are eligible to be enrolled in prekindergarten for the 2007-08
school year. Children who will turn five years old by that date are
eligible to be enrolled in kindergarten, and children who will turn
six years old by that date are eligible to be enrolled in first grade.

To apply, parents must provide proof of age and proof of
New York City address, but do not need to provide proof of citizenship
or a green card. Children must be present during the admission
process and must meet all health requirements for entry into the
City’s public schools, including a complete physical examination
and, as appropriate, immunizations.

To apply for prekindergarten, parents should obtain an
application and a directory of prekindergarten programs from their
nearest public elementary school or on the DOE’s website at . Parents
applying to a program at a contracted community-based organization
should return the application to the provider they choose.

Parents can call 311 to find their zoned elementary school.

42% of Students
Can Attend Their
Top Choice

E D U C A T I O N  C O R N E R

Schools Chancellor Joel I. Klein: More
Than 80% of Students Received One of
Their Top Five Choices in the High School
Admissions for 2nd Consecutive Year
    

Schools Chancellor Joel I. Klein today announced that 83% (73,287)
of the 88,320 students who applied for admission to a New York City public
high school have been matched to one of their top five choices. Forty-two
percent of the applicants (37,214) received their first choice, and 71% (62,886)
received one of their top three choices. This is the second consecutive year
that more than 80% of high school applicants received one of their top five
choices.

Overall, 91% of students (79,980) were matched with one of their
choices, the same percentage as last year.

The continued growth of new small secondary schools gave applicants
more options than ever before. This year, 12,321 students listed a new small
school as their first choice, and 6,459 of those students – 52% – were matched
to their first choice. One hundred and fifty-three new small secondary schools
accepting 9th graders have opened since 2002, including 16 that will open
at the start of the 2007-08 school year.

“It’s no longer a surprise that so many students are getting matched
to high schools they want to attend because of the changes we made to the
admissions process four years ago,” said Chancellor Klein. “We continue to
improve the process each year so that students and parents can make informed
choices and every student has a fair shot at admission to a school he or she
wants to attend. At the same time, the new small schools we have been
creating are providing more good options for students.”

The Department of Education (DOE) continued its extensive outreach
for students and parents about the admissions process this year by distributing
the high school directory in the spring and holding fairs, information sessions,
and workshops throughout the city. Working closely with middle and high
school administrators and providing training for guidance counselors also
contributed to the continued success of the process.

Students list up to twelve high school programs on their application
in order of preference and are matched to the highest-ranked school to which
they are accepted. The admission process consists of three rounds: the first
round for students applying to the city’s specialized high schools, the main
round, and the supplementary round for students not matched during the main
round.

This year, 8,340 students – less than 10% of all students who applied
– did not have a match after the main round. The DOE will conduct an
information fair for these students on March 28 and March 29 at Norman
Thomas High School (111 East 33rd St., Manhattan). Students who participate
in the supplementary round will receive their high school match by April 30.

NYC Department
of Education:
Start of Early
Grade Enrollment

Schools Chancellor Joel I. Klein
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by Alexis Foster
Fourth Grade

It was the night before my birthday and I was
getting ready for school. I put my clothes that I was wearing
tomorrow, on my chair and went to bed. When I woke up
the next morning, I knew it was the big day. I got up, washed
my face, put my clothes on and ate breakfast and noticed that
no one said happy birthday to me.

When I got to school, it was another thing coming
my way. Everyone was saying “Happy Birthday Alexis.” I
was really happy that all my friends remembered. I wonder
what’s going to happen next time on my Birthday adventure.

by Collyn Profitt
Fourth Grade

I like to do chores, sweep and mop around the
house. I like picking up the clothes but I mostly like washing
dishes.

I also like to play with my friends and go to school
with them.  On my break in school, I like to play freeze tag
and man hunt.

by Tyquell Hayes

Fifth Grade

Air Planes are wonderful because
we use them to fly. Air Planes can be delicate;
when they are being flown.

It can be being flown so fast that it
would be drifted of the ground to fly high in
the air.

While in the air, the plane has four
different parts to it that allows it to stay in the
air. And they are: L, T, W and D. The L stands
for level, T stands for thrust, W stands for
weight, and D stands for draft. Air Planes are
used all around the world.

A R T  C O R N E R Air Planes: Marvels of science

“Did they forget”?

“Things I like to do”

ORDER YOUR DVD

TODAY
Produced from the PS 56
JOURNALISM PROGRAM,
order your copy of the DVD
of the program.

Be able to share the
memories of your child’s
adventure through the SNN
Journalism Program.

Please call

718.230.7821
to order a copy

for you and
your family.

MY FAVORITE AUTHORS
Kanema Smith
3-203
My favorite author is Ellen Conford. She is my
favorite author because one of her book is about a
girl who likes to write, and like myself I like to write.
My other favorite author is Wade Hudson. He is my
favorite author because he wrote about a family and
what they do. The things that the family does in the
book, is the same thing that my family does.

MY FAVORITE AUTHORS
Colin Rickeets
3-303
My Favorite author is Mary Pope Osborne. She
writes Ma Magic Tree House books. One of them
is Dinosaurs before Dark. My other favorite author
is Paula Danzlger. She writes Amber Brown books.

Her books encourage me to always be happy.

MY FAVORITE AUTHORS
Adam Jbarah
3-203
My favorite author is Arnold Lobel His books have
lots of imagination and has a lot of different settings.
My other favorite author is Cynthia Rylant. Her
books have a lot of creative things.

MY FAVORITE AUTHORS
Jireh Bennett
3-203
My favorite author is Marc Brown. Mr. Brown’s
books encourage me to do the right thing. His books
are funny, enjoyable, powerful and interesting. My
other favorite author is Ezra J. Keates. Mrs. Keates
books are fantastic and wonderful. Her books make

me smile and jump for joy. I love her books so much.

MY FAVORITE AUTHORS
I have a Dream
Isaiah Freeman
5-503
As Dr. King had a dream, I too have dreams for the
Future:
To be a excellent student
To pass all test
The speak the truth only
That my family will have good money
That people will stop killing each other
Not to be racist
Not to go to war
To have my own Island called Zahrizzy
To speak Hispanic

Ingredients to make stone soup of Class
Matthew Mercado
5-503
I will be polite
I will take turns
I will be honest
I believe I can succeed
I’ll trust my classmates
I’ll care for my classmates
These are the ingredients to make class 5-503 succeed.
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by Daryl Jones
Fourth Grade

Basketball is my thing. I know all
of the rules and how to play very well. I am
very good and have lots of good skills in it.
I also can teach people how to play. I can
cross people over and make three pointers,
even when someone is sticking defense on
me. My coach is a very good coach.

Football is also fun and an
exercising sport .My favorite move was the
juke and the spin. I once was a running back.
Another reason why I like football is because
the coaches taught us a lot of skillful things.
We got a lot of things done and we are very
healthy.

by Brandin Banks
Fourth Grade

My favorite sports are Basketball
and football. It is fun because I get to run
around. Sometimes it is hard to keep running
up and down. I like being able to
communicate with other teammates, I make
a lot of new friends and I am a point guard
in basketball.

Football can be painful because
if you get hit too hard you might be injured.
I am a running back; I like to catch the ball
and run-it. Run-it means when you get
passed the ball, and you keep running to the
touch down. When my friends and I play
we play two-hand touch or 3 second hold.

by Anise Banks
Sixth Grade
 Today my class and I went to Prospect Park and we
ran a mile. First, when we got to the park we took off our jump
suits to get ready to run. Then we began to stretch and did all
the exercises that we would normally do in the gym. All of the
sixth and seventh graders were there. The girls ran first and I
was one of the ones who finished first. All the teachers that
came on the trip went running too. Mr. Williams told us that
the run we did was a mile run but I dint’ seem like one to me.
After the girls ran the boys ran and then we went to eat and
then play. I was with Shikiya, Chelse, Mycelle and others.
They started to challenge each other to dance. Most of the girls
were jumping rope and the boys were playing football and the
teachers were just lying on the grass enjoying the breeze. Then
when it was time to leave we happened to see a police man on
a horse. We all ran up to the horse and asked if we could ride
and touch the horse.

What I liked most about the trip is that we were out
enjoying the fresh air and what I didn’t like it that we had to
read on the bus instead of talking.

by Kafia Skinner
Sixth Grade

Global Warming is gradually increasing in the
temperature of earth’s atmosphere. My opinion on Global
Warming is the weather patterns are changing because the
winter started late, and also I was watching The Day after
Tomorrow and it showed the massive patterns and since all
the weather patterns changed it became very cold and caused
a new ice age.

Our favorite sports
S P O R T S  P A G E

Hoop
dreams
vs. field
dreams

Football
yields
painful
lessons

Good neighbor:  the Park

by Shakim Smith
Sixth Grade

Many people noticed that the winter season
isn’t all that white. There is a huge hole in ozone layer,
that lets the suns ultra violet rays through the earth. This
is causing the ice burgs in the arctic to melt, which will
flood the earth. So be careful about pollution and where
you stash your cash.

E N V I O R N M E N

Prospect Park is true crowning jewel of Brooklyn

18

Global Warming threatens Earth
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P R O F I L E

Ms. Syliva N. Wallace
M U S I C  D E P T .

Practice is key
to making music



Mrs. Rabinowitz
is one dedicated
science teacher

M A I N T E N A N C E

516

WASHINGTON -- President Bush warned
Congress Tuesday, March 28 that failing to send
him an acceptable Iraq war funding bill soon is
irresponsible and will threaten U.S. military
equipment and training.

The president’s stern warnings during
a White House news conference targeted
Democratic leaders controlling Capitol Hill who
have included timetables for troop withdrawals
in their funding legislation. “If Congress fails to
pass a bill that I can sign by mid-April, the Army
will be forced to consider cutting back on
equipment, equipment repair and quality of life
initiatives for our Guard and Reserve forces,”
Bush said.

By mid-May, if a funding bill is not
signed into law, Bush said the problems “grow
even more acute,” including “curtailing of training
for active duty forces.” Bush reminded Congress,
which is on spring recess until April 16, that it
has been 57 days since he first requested war
funds. “I’ve made it clear for weeks that if either
the House or Senate version of this bill comes
to my desk, I will veto it,” the president said.
“And they need to come off their vacation, get
a bill to my desk.”

Last week, the Senate passed a $123 billion Iraq
spending measure that recommends a final
withdrawal of all troops by March 31, 2008, and
mandates that troops begin redeployment within
four months of the bill’s passage.

Despite the recess, congressional
negotiators are trying to reconcile that bill with
a House version calling for an August withdrawal.

N A T I O N A L  N E W S

Bush: Clock ticking
on troop funding

Corey Brewer was the MOP, but it easily could
have been several other Gators.

Sadly, Florida’s run is finished. It doesn’t
have to be.  is still a junior. So is Final Four Most
Outstanding Player . So is . So is . “With the Gators,
you never know,” said Brewer on the Georgia Dome
court a few minutes after Florida beat Ohio State,
84-75.  “If one of us stays, we all stay.” They’re not
staying. Noah, Brewer, Horford and probably even
Green will be in NBA unis next season, not Gators
blue and orange.

They did their three tours of duty at Florida
and leave with two championship rings. In fact,
Brewer all but made the farewell official when, long
after midnight had come and gone, he sat outside
the Gators locker room and amended his earlier
statement. “If one of us stays, we all stay,” he said.
“If one of us goes, we all go.”

That’s how the Gators do things. They’re
a package deal. It was that way last year, when they
stunned you, me, the NBA and maybe even Florida
coach Billy Donovan by returning in unison. Now
they’ll leave Gainesville as a foursome -- a fivesome,
if you count senior starter .

ATLANTA -- A tournament official carrying a
worn, taped-up cardboard box walked to the second
row behind the Florida bench and placed the package
under the press row table.

This is where the national championship
trophy sat for most of the final 6 minutes and 17
seconds of Monday evening’s Final Four title game:
under a blue-curtained table and under the watchful
eye of a security guard as the Gators put the finishing
touches on hoops history. It wasn’t the greatest
championship game you’ll ever see, but it was one
of the greatest teams you’ll ever see win it.

Not goose bump great. Not plays-of-the-
day great. But the kind of understated, elegant
greatness that comes when five players act as one.
A two-peat, the first since Duke did it in 1991-92,
will have to do for now. That’s too bad because the
Gators could have been -- probably would have
been -- good enough for the Chris Berman special:
back, back, back. Think about it: three in a row.
That hasn’t been done since Bill Walton was
employed by UCLA in the early 1970s.

April 3, 2007 — A middle school student who
allegedly confronted a girl with a knife has become
one of the youngest Americans ever charged with
terrorism.

Late Monday, Maricopa County attorney
Andrew Thomas officially charged the 14-year-
old boy from Mesa, Ariz., with terrorism, aggravated
assault with a deadly weapon, kidnapping and
carrying weapons on a school campus. The alleged
crimes took place two weeks ago when police say
the boy, who is an eighth grader at Powell Junior
High School, approached a girl with a knife as she
walked home from school. The girl escaped and
called police.

When the boy failed to show up at school
the next day, police visited his home. They found
a backpack full of weapons including a handgun
and ammo, chains, and rope. Police said they want
the boy to be tried as an adult. The charge of
terrorism includes “substantial interruption of a
public facility or establishment with a deadly

weapon,” according to the county attorney’s office.
Mesa Police say the youth admitted to

planning to take his class hostage. The boy told
police that he intended to kill the girl, whom he
singled out at random, police spokeswoman Holly
Hosac said.

“From all indications, he was a good
student and had never been in any trouble before,”
Hosac told the Arizona Republic newspaper. “His
parents are beside themselves.” County officials
said the boy had plotted a “Columbine-like” scenario.

It was not the first time someone has
tried to imitate the deadly 1999 shooting massacre
at Columbine High School in Littleton, Colo., in
which two youths killed 12 students and a teacher
and wounded 24 others before committing suicide.
of such copycat threats, the depositions of the
parents of Columbine killers Eric Harris and Dylan
Klebold will be kept under seal in the National
Archives for 20 years.

Pres. G.W. Bush

Boy Charged With Terrorism

Second Florida
crown one for
history books

S P O R T S
C O R N E R

FINAL FOUR’S MOST
OUTSTANDING PLAYER

Mr. Rogers and Mr. Ray heat up the
school.  If they did not do this, we
would be ice skating down the halls
with a lot of clothes on.
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DENVER, Colorado (AP) -- The 2007 Atlantic hurricane season should be
“very active,” with nine hurricanes and a good chance that at least one major
hurricane will hit the U.S. coast, a top researcher said Tuesday.

Forecaster William Gray said he expects a total of 17 named storms
this year, five of them major hurricanes with sustained winds of 111 mph or
greater. The probability of a major hurricane making landfall on the U.S. coast
this year: 74 percent, compared with the average of 52 percent over the past
century, he said.

Last year, Gray’s forecast and government forecasts were higher
than what the Atlantic hurricane season produced. There were 10 named
Atlantic storms in 2006 and five hurricanes, two of them major, in what was
considered a “near normal” season. None of those hurricanes hit the U.S.
Atlantic coast -- only the 11th time that has occurred since 1945.

The National Hurricane Center in Miami originally reported nine
storms, but upgraded one storm after a postseason review. Gray’s research
team at Colorado State University said an unexpected late El Niño contributed
to the calmer season last year. El Niño -- a warming in the Pacific Ocean -- has
far-reaching effects that include changing wind patterns in the eastern Atlantic,
which can disrupt the formation of hurricanes there.

A weak to moderate El Niño occurred in December and January but
dissipated rapidly, said Phil Klotzbach, a member of Gray’s team. “Conditions
this year are likely to be more conducive to hurricanes,” Klotzbach said Tuesday.
In the absence of El Niño, “winds aren’t tearing the storm systems apart.” The
team’s forecasts are based on global oceanic and atmospheric conditions.
Klotzbach advised coastal residents along the Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico to
have hurricane plans and preparedness kits in place, but he added, “You can’t
let the possibility of a hurricane coming ruin your summer.”

The Atlantic hurricane season, which runs from June 1 to November
30, averages 9.6 named storms, 5.9 hurricanes and 2.3 intense hurricanes per
year. The devastating 2005 season set a record with 28 named storms, 15 of
them hurricanes. Four of those hurricanes hit the U.S. coast, the worst among
them Katrina, which devastated New Orleans and leveled parts of the Gulf
Coast region.

Federal government forecasters plan to release their prediction in
late May.

Donna Ducker started pan-icking
within minutes of her son Evan’s birth.
“They said, ‘There is something we
need to tell you about your baby,’”
she remembers. “So many things
raced through my mind, the last thing
that I ever thought about was a
birthmark.”

But that’s exactly what doctors
told her was wrong. Evan was born
with a port wine stain that stretches
from below his right eye to his cheek.
“I thought, ‘So what’s the big deal?’”
says Donna. “To my family it was no
big deal and to my husband it was no
big deal, but as soon as I brought him
home I realized it was going to be a

big deal.” Donna encountered myriad
questions from strangers. “It wasn’t,
‘Congratulations. How’s the baby
doing?’ It was this immed-iate knee-
jerk reaction. ‘What happened to his
face? What’s wrong with his face?’”

Heartbroken, Donna
tended to stay inside with the newborn
rather than face the scrutiny of others.
As he grew older, Donna decided to
teach her son that a birthmark was
not something to be ashamed of. In
fact, she told him, it made him special.
It wasn’t until Evan was 4, that she
found a way to try to change percep-
tions about birthmarks.

Any show that has been
successful for as long as “American
Idol” provokes regular declarations
that it’s peaked and that it’s all
downhill from here.

No season has drawn as much
criticism as this one, and it’s hard
to deny that something about the
current competition seems off.
Even with the exquisite
musicianship of Melinda Doolittle,
the old-fashioned belting of Lakisha
Jones, and the intriguing, melodic-
rhythmic work of Blake Lewis,
there’s not a lot about this cast that’s
provoking much talk. By this time

last season, there was already the
Soul Patrol.

By this time in the season
before that, Constantine Maroulis
was a simultaneously most loved
and hated contestant.

By this time in the second
season, Clay Aiken was becoming
what he is today, whether you find
that heartening or frightening. In
spite of a couple of weak semifinal
shows, especially among the men,
the total complement of talent isn’t
any lower than it’s been in the past.
Chris Richardson is nothing special,
but neither was Ace Young.

Are ‘American Idol’
singers too similar?

Mom and son work to
change view of  birthmarks

‘Very active’ hurricane season
on the way for the U.S. coast
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Students learn
wonders of math

T H E  P R I N C I P A L
I N  T H E  C L A S S R O O M



By Emily Norman

At School News
In School News I do my homework and plays games. But when I go home, it’s
sometimes not the same. In School News it is fun, it is like playing outside, I get to
wonder because it is kind of same inside.

13

Mount Vernon
Hotel  Museum
by Hadiyah Black

5-503

Today my class and I went to the

Mount Vernon Hotel Museum. We took a bus

to get there. When we pulled up in front of the

building I was sleeping and so was Mrs. Myers

but she woke up just in time to wake me up.

When we got inside we were split up into

groups. Our teachers name was Mrs. Terri and

she showed us the house of George Washington

and then gave us characters to play. She then

told us a little about their personality.

The character I played was Lydia

Woodhull and she had a husband and his name

was James Woodhull. Mrs. Terri gave us

artifacts to put on and then we act out a few

things that the character did. Lydia Woodhull

and her husband lived at the hotel while

supporting her 4 children.

8

P H O T O  P A G E S
PS 56

P H O T O  P A G E S
PS 56

S N N  A F T E R  S C H O O L  P R O G R A MS N N  A F T E R  S C H O O L  P R O G R A M

Wonderful
WENDY



Sharmin: I like Ms. Wilson. Ms Wilson loves
me too.

Victor Adiyenka: Thank is love.

Felicia.:  When I walk I see Princess and Destiny.

912
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By Ali
The Tale of Peter Rabbit
The book is about when Peter got sick at home. Then Flopsy, Mopsy, and
Cottontail, was picking up Black Berries for Peter so they can eat them for
dinner.

By Ali
This is my mom, going to Laundry Mat. When she got inside she
realized that she had no money, so she asked someone if she could
have five dollars.

1110


